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description  This seminar is an introduction to Critical Race Theory (CRT).  
Emerging in the U.S. legal academy in 1980s, this field sought to employ critical theory 
for a radical critique of race, law, and power in U.S. politics and society.  In opposition to 
conventional understandings of racial subordination as a deviation from liberal ideals, 
CRT analyzes the centrality of U.S. law in producing race and racial difference, as well as 
other social hierarchies such as gender, sexuality, and class.  In this seminar, we will 
read a number of primary texts establishing the intellectual foundations of the field, 
primarily from the perspective of African Americans.  In addition, we will reinterpret 
some key juridical acts (Constitutional cases and international treaties) through the lens 
of CRT and in relation to other racialized groups in the United States (Native Americans, 
Latinos, Asian Americans).  The last part of our seminar will consider how to extend 
CRT usefully for an analysis of race, immigration, and cultural difference in Europe. 
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Legal Texts  The Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo (1848) 
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 
 
 
Film   Dirty Pretty Things, dir. Stephen Frears (2002) 
 
 
 
* * * 
 
course outline 
 
 
9 October   Introduction: CRT and African Americans 
 

(10:00-12:00)     
    Harris, “Whiteness as Property” 
 
    (14:00-16:00) 
    Davis: “Private Law” 

Crenshaw, “Mapping the Margins” 
 
 
10 October   Intersectionality: Native Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans 
 
   (10:00-12:00) 
    The Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo (1848) 
   Saldana, “Wavering” 
 

(14:00-16:00) 
    Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 

Lowe, “Intimacies”  
    
Screening: Dirty Pretty Things 
 

       
11 October   CRT in Europe 
   
   (10:00-12:00) 
    Anghie, “Francisco de Vitoria” 
    Mahmud, “International Law” 
    Möschel, “Race in Mainland European” 
    Volpp, “Citizen and Terrorist” 
     
   (14:00-16:00) 
    Fassin and Surkis, “Introduction” 
    Scott, The Politics of the Veil 
 

 


